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THE "TRIAL" OF THE 'WICHITA

BUNCH'.

Extracted from two personal letters downward and totaling 123 and M

to the editor. I years were imposed upon 26 of them.

"TfcD "trial" started on Writing of the scene our corres- -

Monday Dec. 1st, more than two years

after the arrests. 4 and a half days was
.....1 rtL-- tha mnsit.- -

were used in examining ana selecting uar oi um

a jury of twelve men. The Piute press er's token of revenge with smile,

had done its work so well and the .Tonight all are in the finest spirits,

public mind was so poisoned that day we have waited 25 months

mnr than 100 men stated ooenlvfor has at last arrived. Twenty five

they could not give fair and im-

partial verdict". Others, equally pre-

judiced, tried to hide it in order to
get on the jury with the intent of
conviction regardless of the evidence.

Kansas City is an industrial center,

with an overwhelming preponderance
become physical wrecks. We haveof wage earners, yet is

that not single working man was patched our worker's

from jury might be break under the lash DELIBER-chose- n.

The farce had no sooner PERSECUTION. One our

started than it developed into the number sought freedom in death, cut- -

most distrusting sight ever witnessed ting his throat from ear to ear

by liberty-lowin- g men. Every con

stitutional "right" the defendants
were supposed to was ruthlessly
trampled under foot by the "public

servants" who are supposed to deal
out 'exact and impartial justice'.

Everything the Standard Oil Com-an- y

chose to introduce was allowed
to go into the records. The indict-

ment specially charged the men with
"conspiracy to overthrow the U. S.

Government, violation of the Espion-

age Act, causing men to desert from,
and become insubordinate to the
army, navy and marine corps, and to
prevent and distribution of
fuel oil, natural gas, food and farm
products during period from
Apr. 6th to Nov. 24, 1917. The prosec-

ution dug up everything possible from
the inception of the E W. W. in 1905,

and the court allowed it to be intro-

duced evidence!
UNDATED and UNSIGNED let-

ters, and what was purported to be

minutes of meetings went in regard-
less of the objections of the attorneys
for the defense. One of the defend-

ants writes:
"The usual pigeons are hare

and one of them has testified to crim-

inal acts committed by himself, but
could not implicate any one of us. Our
attorney gave him an awful showing
up, and now the prosecution is trying

make a hero of him. The U. S.

Government has three of thobi miser
able creatures; on a regular circuit;
going from place to place, betraying
innocent members of the working-clas- s

(members of their own class)
into the hands of the avenging master

class. We all stood up before this
cringing cur, while our attorney asked
him to poiit out one of our number
he ever knew to do a criminal act,
and of course he was forced to admit
he knew nothing about us.

The fact of the matter is that this
stool pigeon was kicked out of the
L W. W. in 1917. At that time he was
arrested in Minot N. Dak., charged
with highway robbery. One of our
boys took his credetials and supplies
and told him there was no room in

the I. W. W. for the likes of him. The
government has something on this
bird and is forcing him to testify
against all I. W. W. to save his own
hide."

Continuing further he writes: "the
gove.mment placed a county attorney
upon the stand who admitted throw
ing t. w. ws m jail without any
charge against them and holding
them for days without trial and then
letting them go. A sheriff and his
deputy from Oklahoma also testified
to the same kind of treatment

a8

reporters draw pictures and kid

one another all long. They
iiot have to take notes as they write
nothing only that furnished them
each night by the prosecuting attor-

neys.

Practically everything appearing in
the capitalist press regarding this
trial has been a mass of lies.
publish long articles on letters and
evidence supposed to have been sub-

mitted that has never appeared'. As
a of the "reports" of the
trial published here is news to us and
furnishes comedy for each day. We
look those reporters over each day
and wonder how they so prosti-

tute brains might really be made
to serve a useful purpose in society.

From now on, I am for silent de-

fense. There is no such thing as
justice in the master's courts."

That letter was written before the
had brought in its report. A

later letter informs up that the jury
was out twenty hours and brought in

a verdict of guilty of four separate
conspiracies, to wit 1st To over-

throw the U. 8. gov ,'rnment. 2nd To

mist the Draft Act. 3rd For viola-

tion of the infamous espionage act.
4th for violation of the Food and

pondent says: "As each man s name

jailed, he advanced before the
i - i - T. 9 9 fo n t ; ; ;
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months, the major portion of which

was spent undergoing persecution the

like of which would bring a blush of

shame to even the Czar of all the

Russias in his palmiest days.
During that time we have been

forced to witness once powerful men
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Prompt action saved his life, but

his mind broke under the strain, and

for months we watched him grow
steadily worse, suffering great ang-

uish ourselves because we were un
able to do anything to save this lad's

reason. For months we took turns
guarding him night and day to save

save him from his own hand. After
9 months the authorities finally trans-fere- d

him to a hospital for the insane.
We recently heard from him and he
is on the road to recovery.

Another of boys went insane.
We asked the U. S. district Atty in
Sept. 1918 to have this boy examined-an-

he refused. We had an authority
on mental diseases look this boy over
and of course he was pronounced in-

sane. After we came here (to Kansas
City) Judge John C. Pollock selected
an expert to examine our fellow
worker and this expert reported to
the judge that our boy is a hopeless
maniac who can not live another year.
And still another one was ordered to
the hospital today by the judge. This
boy is a physical and mental wreck,
and the irony of it all is that this
happened in a country which boasts
of its freedom and justice.

Still another fellow worker a mere
boy, died in the miserable surrondings
of a jail only the loving care oi his
fellow workers to make his last
moments as pleasant as possible.

on the same day that
his brother returned home from
France minus an arm and a leg. His
mother was heartbroken. I could
thus write on and on for hours telling
you of persecution almost unbelieve-abl- e,

but what's the use? It is the
terrible system we are living under .

The sentiment of the business ele-

ment was intensely bitter
against us. Open threats of violence
were made in the court room and cor-

ridors, and of course the capitalist
press also tried to stir up mob viol-

ence. The Kansas City Star in par-

ticular has taken to quoting General
Leonard Wood. Tonight the Star
quotes Wood as saying, "Ship or shoot
all radicals". Another issue says,
"crush radicals like insects". And this
is the man being touted as presiden-

tial timber! He certainly has a dis-

torted idea of law and order, to say
nothing of constitutional provisions!"

In closing, our correspondent says:
"Every one of those boys were splen-

did today, amidst smiles of sympathy,
' sneers and glances of hatred, each
man looked his persecutors in the eye
and took what they gave him with an
amused smile. I wonder if the master--

class in attendance today realize that
such a 8Pirit that can never 1)6

The press tables are crowded with
who

day do

matter fact

can
that

our

here

crushed?"
These boys are today in Leaven

worth penetentiary, serving time for
being loyal to their class. Their case
is worth remembering. When the con-

stitution plainly and specifically calls
for a speedy and an impartial trial
and men are held for OVER TWO
years without trial there is a vast dif
ference between what the loud-mou- th

ed spouters of Americanism SAY and
DO. And the rank and file of workers
are noticing the difference, which
means that the rule of bloody ruthless
capital is doomed and will soon have
to make way for a mere orderly and
just order of society.

O

DELEGATES TO THIRD INTER-

NATIONAL

MEXICO CITY, D. F. The Com

munist Party of Mexico has elected
the following delegates to attend the
Third International at Moscow: Geo.

Bareda and Linn A. E. Gale, both of
Mexico City, and A. P. Araujo, of
Muzquiz, Coahuila.

Barreda is International Secretary
of the party, Gale is publisher ' of
"Gale's Mazazine," and Araujo is a
former Mexican revolutionist who was

Fuel Act, better known as the Lever imprisoned in Fort Leavenworth,

act. Sentences ranging from 9 years Kansas, during the Diss regime.

THE ARSENfOT SPRINGFIELD, iprhl
(Bfy Hefty W. Longfellow)

This is the '.Arsenal. From floor to ceiling

Like a huge organ, rise the burnished arms;

But from theflr silent pipes no athem pealing

Startles the villages with strange alarms.

Ah! What a sound

When the death-- t

What loud lament an

Will mingle withl

I hear even now the

The cries of

Which, through the- -

In long reve

On helm and harness

Trough Cimbric

And loud, amid the

O'er distant desel

rise, how wild dreary,

touches those swift keys!

heir

ofinite fierce

endless groans,
i

Iges that gone

Itions reach

ings the Saxon hammer,

roars song,

liversal clamor,

;s sounds Tartar gong.

I hear Florentine, (who from his palace

Wheels out his bajttle-be- ll with dreadful din,

And Aztec priests upoi their teocallis

the wild war-lru- made of serpent's skin;

The tumult of saed and burning village;

The shout that etfery prayer for mercy drowns;

The soldiers' revels ih the mids of pillage;

The wail of faminb in beleaguered towns;

The bursting shell, thl gateway wrenched asunder,

The rattling musketry, clashing blade;

And ever and anon, in tones of thunder,

The diaposon cannonade.
offjie

It is, 0 man, with such discordant noises,

With such accurseil as these,

Thou drownest sweet and kindly voices,

And jayest celestial harmonies?

Were half power,'that fills the world with terror,
Were half the wtalth, bestowed on camps and courts,

Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no ned of arsenals or forts;

The warrior's name Would be a name abhorred!

And every nation that should again
Its hands against a' brother, on its forehead

Would wear forevtr the curse of !ain!

Down the dark future,Jthrough long generations,

The echoing sounds grow fainter and then cease;

And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations,

I once more tie voice of Chri

libluii
The blast of Wear's great organ shakes the skies!

But beautiful as of the immortals,

The holy melodies of love arise.

Mouthings of Two Anarchists
PERSHING VIOLENCE ."KILL THE REDS," SAYS WOOD.

CHICAGO, Dec. 20. "The Amer-

ican Legion, I am sure, will stand

against revolutionary doctrine to the
last breath," Gen. Pershing told 2,000

cheering legionnaires here today.

The unrest in this country and
throughout the world is the natural
aftermath of the The magni-

tude of the war measures the magni- -
ude of the unrest.
"It is up to you to realize that you

are guardians of our future. It is up
to you lo oppose radical doctrine

passively, but if necessary not to
hesicate to employ physical force."
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URGES

DENVER, COLO Maj. Gen. Leon-

ard Wood, in address before the
Legislature on December 19, advocat-

ed that the only way to "handle the
Reds" was:

"S. O. S." ship or shoot."

In detail, the General advo-

cated the most drastic measures to

curb the "agitators" and halt the

spread of "anarchistic propaganda."

In enlarging upon his "S. S.

method of dealing with "agitators,"
he said:

They should be put on a ship of

stone with sails of lead and their
first stopping place should be tell."

Our Offer to You
Every comrade can sell "Toiler" subscription cards. Every

comrade should sell them. So why not you?

Here is a special inducement
Send us five dollars for subscription cards and receive in

return a FREE copy of either of these books.

Lenin the Man and His Work, retail value $1.50

Ten Days that Shook the World, retail value $2.00

ANOTHER OFFER
PELLE the CONQUEROR is a new labor story translated

from the Danish . is in two large volumes and is without

question one of the finest stories ever written of the Labor

Struggle. retails at $4.00 but we will Bend you the first vo-

lume freeze a cash order for $6.00 worth of Toiler subscription

cards. Later you may have the second valume for a second order

of $5.00 for sub cards. Send $10.00 for sub cards and receive

both volumes free by return mail.

AND ANOTHER OFFER
Order any of our literature advertised in this issue to the

value of $5.00 and we will give you s free yearly subscription

to The Toiltr.
ORDER NOW

Address: Communist Labor Party
8207 Clark Ave., Cleveland, Ohio.

CHAPT. XII.
Jack's keen eye noticed how his

fellow victims were awed by 'hiz-zoner- 's'

thunder; how they looked at
him with bitter disapproval in their
eyes. They hated him because he
prejudiced their cause before the
court. These men still had the ideal-ogi- c

condeption that justice is an
ephmeral something that may be ad-

ministered wrong or right, according
to the wisdom or folly of the judge

upon r ? bench, ueorge ana nerman
had tant the boy a diferent concep
tion. He had learned to take the
materialistic view that justice is de-

termined by the class interest involv
ed.

Of course it is conceded that this
was not a representative court; that
in it, law was not taken into conside-

ration. True the forms of law were
observed; that had to be done. If
you want to steal, first make a law
legalizing the act or get a court that
will do your stealing for you under
the pretext of enforcing the law. The
court at Anamoose was simply a cam
ouflage for brigandage.

It must be remembered that when
we say that this was not a represent
ative court we do not mean to infer
that the others and more regular
courts do not work upon the same
principle. It is a notorious fact that
ustice like everything else is a com

modity for sale to the highest bidder.
The man with a slim purse has no
chance in the market.

The lawyer prosecuting the city's
cases was known as Smallhead, a
name that might have been descript-
ive of the man. He informed the
judge that the men were not equally
guilty, meaning of course that they
were possessed of different amounts
of money, which might be extracted
from them, by convicting them for
slightly different offences. So he
reccomended that they be tried separ-
ately, to which the judge agreed.

"We'll take him first", said he
indicating Jack. Then the boy:
"Are you guilty as charged?"

"No; not as charged."
"You are guilty then."
"O yes, I suppose soj" "

"If you are guilty as charged,
how thjsfe you consider yourself to

or oJiiiH
g been work. Of being

home, gathering the
ly of bread for which the
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ages.A'hese wage's
consist of money, which is legal tend
er or perhaps it were better to say
an exchangable commodity which
looks good to 'Hizzoner' and the tax-
payers of the town. My guilt consists
in having the where with all to pay a
fine. That's enough isn't it?"

"That will do" roared the judge.
"Smallhead produce your witness."

The lawyer called a man whom we
shall call "Lowbrow" (because that
title best describes him,) to the
stand. Jak recognized him as the
man who had thrown the coal, and
had subsequently struck him in the
face.

The clerk mockingly administered
the oath, after which the lawyer ask-

ed the witness: "Do you know this
defendent Mr. Lowbrow?"

"No, I can't say that I know him".
"Have you ever seen him before?"
"Yes."
"When".
"Yesterday".
"What was he doing?"
"He was piloting the rest of the

bunch around town."

Jack laughed aloud the judge rap-
ped on the desk with his fist. When
quiet was restored the lawyer pro-

ceeded. "Did you speak with him?"
he asked the witness.

"Yes: he asked me when the next
train left for the west, also if I could
direct him to a good restaurant and
a place where he could get something
to drink. I pointed out the restaurant
to him and then took him and his
bunch to the depot where they as-

saulted me."
"Why did they attack you?"
"I don't no. I suppose they were

drunk."
Jack interrupted, "in a small pro-

hibition town, with a judge and a city
attorney and everything, we would
get drunk on what?"

"Will you hold your bazzoo!" yelled
the judge, "111 have order in this
court do you understand."

"If this were a court I'd be satis-
fied, but I consider it a disgrace."

"Silence!"
"Whe lead the assault?"
"I think it was this fellow. When

I first noticed him he was fightin
and cussin' like s demon. He was
beatin' up the little fellow in the
other bunch and when I yelled at him
to stop it, he threw a bottle of whisky
nt me."

"Did the bottle hit you?"
"No I dodged."
"If yon were telling the truth and

I had thrown the whisky 111 bet a
dollar it would have been the first

Sheep
booze you ever dodged." At which all
the officers smiled.

Lowbrow continued, "I nearly lost
my balance, regaining it only in time
to avoid his rush. I believe he would
have killed me if I hand't been ready
for him.''

"The whole truth s'help me God,"
Jack piped up.

"That will.be all Mr. Lowbrow,
said the lawyer.

"Your honor shall I call officer
Larson to the stand?"

The judge sat for a few moments
bitting his finger nails, that said:
'No that'll not be necessary. Swear
the defendat."

This formality past, the lawyer
asked several preliminary question,
to which Jack answerend promptly, if
not always truthfully. But when the
lawyer asked him why he had thrown
the bottle of whisky, he answered:
"If I had so little brains as to carry
whisky, I wouldn't have sense enough
to throw it away."

"You say you did not throw a
bottle?"

"No, nor anything else."
"Why did you lead the fight?"
"I did not lead it."
"I suppose you will tell us yon

wasn't even in it?" sneered the law-

yer.

"That would be the truth and there
fore out of place here." Jack shot
back."

"How did you get that cut on your
head?"

"That was the work of your friend.
I was in the platform when the fight
started, having just taken leave of
my friends, with whom I had worked
on the Bell outfit. I had left my
suitcase on a seat in the waiting
room and as I did not care to have it
smashed I went in to take it out. In
civilized communities a man is sup-

posed to have a right to protect his
proporety.

"Your friend Lowbrow was fanning
the figth and when he saw m&jBBt&-- "

ing into the room he hit me' with a
piece of roal. Of course I resented
it and thereby fell into your official
net." Then looking both judge and
lawyer square in the face, he said:
"Gentlemen as far as I am concerned
you may as well discontinue this
farce; I know your game, and the
reason you have for playing it."

askingThe lawyer interruptedly
"to "

make a speech or answer his question.
"O, let him talk" said the judge.

"I like to hear him." Then to Jack.
"Go on."

"Well as post says' there is a reas-

on' and the reason is not found in
yourself, but rather- - in the influences
in which you are surrounded. You
are a product of your environment
just as much as a maggot is of rotten
meat. You are elected by the tax
payers of this town, many of whom
are retired farmers. In order to be

elected ,you have to make certain
promises, chief among which is the
promise to reduce taxes; you know
that you cannot do this while the
prices of necessities constantly raise,
due the declining value of gold which
is your standard money commodity.
The improved methods of mining con-

tinually lessen the labor necessary in
its production, with the result that
greater amounts of it must be ex-

changed for other products. As the
cost of gold production goes down the
price of all other commodities must
go up. You are up against it, to re-

duce the money rate of taxes on a
declining money value. Yet, of you
do not reduce these taxes you do not
stay in office. You must therefore
resort to expedients.

"In other states you liscense saloon
and use the money received from the
sale of such liscense and the fines
collected from the victims of drink to
reduce the tax rate. I shall not dilate
upon the moral issue involved, of

places that deprive men of
their responsibility and then fine men
for irresponsibility which they acquire
in the places you have liscensed. This
state has outgrown that vice. It has
not out grown politics. It has the
thoro American characteristic of say
ing 'let George do it,' when it comes
to paying taxes. We have abolished
the saloon but retain the drugstore
and the livery stable, the rooming
and the road house. To these places
ypu lead your victim thru the medium
of your Lowbrouws who are employ
ed not for the purpose of up holding
the law, but rather for the purpose
of securing money with which to re
duce taxes and so curry favor with
the electorate. That in turn means

and means con
tinuous salary. It was said by a
learned philosopher that the working
men were tied to the machinery of
industry by their heart strings. I
might paraphrase that and say the
sheriff's, constables, squires are tied
to the machinery of politics by their

(Continued on page 4.)


